RARITAN SUPPLY COMPANY
COMPLETES SIXTY-FIVE YEARS IN BUSINESS

This Family Business Thrives On Regularly Meetlng Industry Challenges

Raritan Supply Company was founded
in 1943 in New Brunswick by Harry
Richardson who was a mechanical engineer.
Richardson had been involved in
construction for a time, and he realized that
there was a need for someone to establish a
plumbing and industrial wholesale
operation in central New Jersey as the area
was prime for development. The timing of
this decision on the part of the firm’s founder
was excellent as Harry Richardson was
positioned well for tremendous growth in
construction that followed the conclusion
of World War II.

In addition to providing typical plumbing
supplies to the industry, Raritan Supply
focused on the needs of the industrial sector
by meeting the needs of the chemical and
pharmaceutical markets. Within a few years,
the firm was supplying pipe, valves and
special industrial products to companies
such as Johnson & Johnson, Squibb, Hess
Oi1l and Exxon. As these firms and others
began to grow in northern and central New
Jersey, Raritan Supply kept pace with their
growing needs as well as the needs of others.

The construction of New Jersey’s nuclear
power plants also provided business
opportunities for the company. Supplying
this type of construction allowed Raritan
Supply to showecase its talent in working
with owners and contractors who could
allow no margins for error in the
construction of these facilities.

In 1955 Bill Richardson joined his father
in the business after graduating from college
and serving for a time in the Navy. This was
an easy transition for Bill as he had worked
in the company for many years as a
youngster. This was also a time when the
firm began to expand its products and was
one of the first suppliers to bring PVC pipe
to New Jersey.

With the son assisting his father in the
business, Raritan Supply expanded its
operations as far north as Albany and as far
south as Baltimore. The firm also began to
supply the needs of such firms as American
Cyanamid and FMC Corporation. With its
continuous growth of inventory, Raritan
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aII rtn of the extensive invento maintained by the Raritan Group.

Supply was able to meet their client needs
within hours.

As business grew and became more
technically oriented, Raritan Supply was
one of the first New Jersey suppliers to

utilize computer support. Forty years ago
the company installed its first IBM computer
and “fine-tuned” it so well, that the firm’s
computer operation was featured in Supply
House Times magazine in 1971. For those
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who may not be familiar with the early
generation of IBM computers, they were
especially large, utilized key punched cards
and usually housed in a separate, air-
conditioned room.

The list of manufacturers represented by
Raritan Supply is extensive. Some of these
include U.S. Pipe, Clow, Cherne, Kennedy
Valve, Fernco, US Valve & Hydrant, Harvel,
Smith Blair and Siemens Products and
include pipe, valves, tapping sleeves, repair
products, mechanical joint fittings, service
fittings and values, service saddles and test
balls and plugs, actuators and controls.

Over the past two decades, Raritan
Supply has expanded its sales and services
within the highway and utility segments of
the indusiry as business has grown in those
sectors. Some of the contractors supplied
by the firm include Conti Enterprises,
D’Annunzio & Sons, JH Reid, J. Fletcher
Creamer & Son, Joseph Jingoli & Son, E.E,
Cruz & Company, PKF Mark III, George
Harms Construction, Northeast Remsco and
Sanzari,

Raritan Supply is currently supplying
projects in New York City, New Jersey,
Delaware and eastern Pennsylvania. The
firm is providing materials for Phoenix
Construction for the construction of the
PATH rail system at the World Trade Center,
construction of the Xanadu project in the
Meadowlands, the Routes 1 & 9 projects
being completed by Union Paving and
Construction and Ferreira Construction,
Conti’s Route 18 project and several projects
at Newark International Airport as well as
others.

Bill Richardson is chief financial officer
for the company and has remained active
with the firm. Over the years, Bill’s three sons
have joined the business. William
Richardson, Jr., who joined the company in
1980, is president of Raritan Valve &
Automation which recently merged with
Raritan Supply to form the Raritan Group as
each firm compliments the other. James
Richardson joined the firm in 1991 and
currently serves as president, while Thomas
Richardson is responsible for large project
sales and has been with the company since
1994,

With the firm for about 20 years is Joel
Cook who is sales manager for valve
automation sales, while Miro Gietka has been
with the company for 10 years and is inside
sales manager for utility products. Dianne
McGovern is the inside sales manager for
industrial products and with the firm for 8
years. The firm employs approximately 30

Avinte picti;é of a Raritan Supply delivery.

people on a regular basis.

In additional to responding to the supply
needs of contractors, Raritan Supply also
works closely with several large authorities
that have specialized needs. The firm has
annual contracts to supply pipe, valves and
hydrants to Bergen County Utilities
Authority, Passaic Valley Water Commission
and the New York/New Jersey Port
Authority as well as several municipalities.

Raritan Supply has operated from its 3.5
acre property in Edison since 1952. The
facility includes offices, warehouse, shops
and yard. The warchouse includes an
extraordinary amount of inventory to the
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point that some other New Jersey suppliers
obtain items from the firm’s inventory. The
company location is central to the state’s
major roadways.

Raritan Supply has achieved much since
its founding in 1943. The firm has mastered
the task of adjusting to the needs of the
construction industry, while preparing for
changes that will follow in the future. The
principals of the company possess
approximately 225 years of product
knowledge and sale experience and focus
on customer service. We will hear much
more about this firm in the future.
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For years, U.S. Pipe
has been involved with the

New Jersey water distribution
industry and values the relation-
ships built with customers and distributors.
Raritan Supply has been a significant presence
in this industry and for their long-term commitment
and outstanding service, we commend them!
Congratulations and may they have continued

success for years to come.

NGRATUL

RARITAN
SUPPLY

in celebrating
65 YEARS

of outstanding

service!

VALVE &
HYDRANT
DIVISION
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UYDA

INSURANCE

Agency

1743 Route 27 o Somerset, NJ 08873
Tel. 732-846-6200 ¢ www.suydam.net ® email: insure@suvdam.net

|s Proud to Congratulate

Raritan Supply/Raritan Group
and the Richardson Family

for 65 years of
Industry and Community Leadership

We're pleased to be part of your team

Robin, Ryck and Abe Suydam

www.suydam.net — customer service on [ine 24/7
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RARITAN 4

iRE & SURPLY 8

ON - COPPFR - BRA’
STAINLESE PLASTIC . DUCTILE IRON

24 HOUR SERVICE

301 Meadow Road, Edison, NJ 08617
Ph: (732) 985-5000
Fax: (732) 985-50012
Email: raritansupply@att.net
Web: www.raritansupply.com

PIPE ® VALVES ® FITTINGS ® SPECIALTIES

Tyler [Union

Tylor Pipe| Unlan Foundry
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PIPE ® VALVES @ FITTINGS ® SPECIALTIES |

MUNICIPAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL e UTILITY
ASTM o ANSI  ASME » APl @ AGA * UL/FM ¢ AWWA

WWW.RARITANGROUP.COM

DUCTILE IRON PIPE & FITTINGS
IN STOCK THRU 36"

RIBE

= Class 52 Tyton joint ductile iron pipe
» Class 53 mechanical jaint X plain end
* C900 PVC Blue Brute Water Main

e Type K Copper Water Service Tube

* SDR-35 Sewer and Drain

» Corrugaled Melal and Polyethylene

VALVES

* AWWA NRS R'W Gate

= UL/FM OS+Y Gate

* AWWA Butterfly

» Air and Pressure Relief

* Back Flow Prevention

= AWWA Check

* NRS R/W Tapping

* Hydrants and Indicator Posts

TAPPING SLEEVES

» Flanged Steel Fabricated
* Mechanical Joint
* Stainless Steel

REPAIR PRODUCTS
(for steel & ductile iron)

= Compression Couplings
* Wrap-a-Round Sleeves

MECHANICAL JOINT FITTINGS
+ C153 M] Compact
¢ C110 M] Full Body

JOINT RESTRAINTS
= Uni-Flanges
 Retainer Glands

e Mega-Lugs

= Corporation Clamps

= Threaded Rod

CAST IRON &

DI FLANGED FITTINGS
* 90s, 455, Tees

= Reducers, Spacers

SERVICE FITTINGS
AND VALVES

* Compression and Flare
* Adapters, 90s, 45s

» Corporation Stops

* Curb Stops

SERVICE SADDLES
« Ductile lron and IPS OD
= FNPT and AWWA Tapped

SPECIALTIES

= Test Balls & Plugs

* Link Seals

= Water Service Tools

= Valve Boxes and Municipal Castings
= Fire Protection Products

AUTOMATION CENTER  PNEUMATICS = ELECTRICS
HYDRAULICS e FIELD RETROFIT

L

RARITAN VALVE
& AUTOMATION, INC

295 Meadow Road
Edison, NJ 08818-1312
Ph: (732) 572-2555
Fax: {732) 572-2001
Email: info@raritanvalve.com
Web: www.raritanvalve.com

VALVES ACTUATORS CONTROLS SERVICE
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VALVES ACTUATORS CONTROLS SERVICE

AWWA VALVES & ACTUATORS

RITA

GROUE, WG

FIELD SERVICE AND

PIPE FABRICATION ON SITE SERVICE CONTRACTS

P.O. BOX 10120 NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ . OB906
PHONE: 732-985-5000 FAX: 732-985-5002

WWW.RARITANGROUP.COM

THANK YOU TO OUR CUSTOMERS AND EMPLOYEES

FOR THEIR SUPPORT!
From The Richardson Family
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